
Deadly Decadence. 

Amos Chapter 4 

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria, 
Who oppress the poor, Who crush the needy, Who say to your husbands, “Bring wine, let us 
drink!” 
2 The Lord GOD has sworn by His holiness: “Behold, the days shall come upon you 
When He will take you away with fishhooks, And your posterity with fishhooks. 
3 You will go out through broken walls, Each one straight ahead of her, And you will be 
cast into Harmon,” Says the LORD.  
4 “Come to Bethel and transgress, At Gilgal multiply transgression; Bring your sacrifices 
every morning, Your tithes every three days. 
5 Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, Proclaim and announce the freewill 
offerings; For this you love, You children of Israel!” Says the Lord GOD.  
6 “Also I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, And lack of bread in all your places; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD. 
7 “I also withheld rain from you, When there were still three months to the harvest. I made 
it rain on one city, I withheld rain from another city. One part was rained upon, And where 
it did not rain the part withered. 
8 So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water, But they were not 
satisfied; Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD. 
9 “I blasted you with blight and mildew. When your gardens increased, Your vineyards, 
Your fig trees, And your olive trees, The locust devoured them; Yet you have not returned 
to Me,” Says the LORD. 
10 “I sent among you a plague after the manner of Egypt; Your young men I killed with a 
sword, Along with your captive horses; I made the stench of your camps come up into your 
nostrils; Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD.  
11 “I overthrew some of you, As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a 
firebrand plucked from the burning; Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD. 
12 “Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet 
your God, O Israel!”  
13 For behold, He who forms mountains, And creates the wind, Who declares to man what 
his thought is, And makes the morning darkness, Who treads the high places of the earth— 
The LORD God of hosts is His name. 

Amos would have struggled with political correctness!  

It is not often that you find a group of women singled out and criticised in the Bible! 

But here Amos does just that! He does not mince his words either does he? 

It maybe that he refers to this particular group of women as “cows” because they 

were pampered, sleek and well fed! They revelled in being the ‘upper class’ women 

and seemingly disregarded everyone else! They didn’t mind who they pushed out of 

the way when they came to the manger provided they were first! They had no real 

interest in a right relationship with their God or any concern for anyone else. 

They had obviously created a social elite – with everyone wanting to put on a bigger 

and better party! Status was everything! And, of course, hubby was expected to 

provide the where-with-all for their extravaganzas. They had no qualms about 



exploiting and trampling over the rights of others, especially the poor and needy to 

get what they wanted. (God does not object to people enjoying his rich and varied 

creation but he does insist that people play by the rules.) 

In this book God has a man on the spot to observe and to challenge these people!  

Amos had grown up in a semi-desert environment and worked as a shepherd, with 

all the simplicity of life that that entailed. God had given him a message for these 

decadent people.  

Those who belonged to the high society in Samaria may hardly have noticed how 

corruption, like yeast, was spreading into every area of their lives – but God’s 

prophet – a rugged shepherd – could see all too clearly! 

I wonder what an Amos, sent by God to our society, would have to say today?  

When I was a youngster, I often listened to a refuse collector who came and 

preached in my home church! He was a kind of Amos! He seemed to have a unique 

gift to put his finger on what was going on and challenge us about it! What would Mr 

Green have to say if he were alive today? 

What would Amos have to say about our nation’s obsession with materialism? What 

would he say about its treatment of the poor? What would he say about our nation’s 

departure from the teaching and standards of God’s word? What he says next gives 

us more than a clue! 

Listen to what God says to these people in Amos 4.2 

The Lord God has sworn by His holiness: 

“Behold, the days shall come upon you 

When He will take you away with fishhooks, 

And your posterity with fishhooks. 

How often do we think of God as Holy? We often think of him as ‘all powerful’ – the 

great creator of the universe, but God is also Holy – ‘Set apart’ – ‘Morally perfect’. He 

cannot look on sin. He naturally reacts against it. He opposes it. Ultimately it comes 

under his condemnation for he says, ‘The soul that sins will surely die.’ 

And here God looks at these people he has created in his image; who he set apart to 

be his people; who he called to love him and love their neighbour as themselves – 

and he sees instead a people who had spoiled that image, who ignored his word, 

who simply loved themselves and trampled on others.  

Here God says, “Enough is enough!” “Your status is about to change! Instead of being 

served you will serve!” (They would become slaves in a foreign land.)  

“Your luxuries will be taken away – in fact you will be taken away with chords 

strung through rings attached to your bodies.” 



“Your security will disappear!  In fact when you leave the city you won’t even have to 

go through the gate there will be so many gaps in the city wall!” (v.3) 

Then was there any hope? 

Listen to Jeremiah 18.5-10: 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  “O house of Israel, can I not do with you 

as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My 

hand, O house of Israel!  The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a 

kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it,  if that nation against whom I 

have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon 

it.  And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and 

to plant it, 1 if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent 

concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it. 

Despite the severity of his message, God was ready to listen to a genuine prayer of 

repentance! Sadly, on this occasion it seems there was no such prayer and the 

people were carried off to Assyria. 

But it was not just Northern Israel’s (Samaria’s) social life that God found so 

offensive.  Their religious life was also unacceptable.  Listen to Amos 4:3-5 

“Come to Bethel and transgress, At Gilgal multiply transgression; Bring your sacrifices 

every morning, Your tithes every three days. Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with 

leaven, Proclaim and announce the freewill offerings; For this you love, You children of 

Israel!” Says the Lord God. 

After Northern Israel (Samaria) separated from Southern Israel (Judah) their kings 

refused to let them go to the temple in Jerusalem to worship. Without any divine 

approval, alternative places of worship were set up. 

Eventually, all sorts of practises were introduced that were drawn from the nations 

round about, including many immoral practises. 

Alongside all these sinful practices these people made a great show of their religion. 

Commentators suggest that verse indicates that they made more sacrifices and paid 

more tithes than God required! But it was all meaningless! They were not doing this 

because they delighted in the Lord and stood in awe of him, they were doing it so 

that they could boast and brag! They were more focused on their own glory than the 

glory of God. Their worship was self-centred! It boasted their ego and made them 

feel good.  

But although this so called worship pleased them it did not please God. God desires 

that those who worship him do so in spirit and in truth and with humility, gratitude 

and heartfelt adoration. God wants our delight to be in him, not in ourselves.  Only 

then will it be true worship.  And how key that is to every other area of our lives, for 

the Scriptures make it clear that when we have a correct perspective in regard to 



God and worship we will have the foundation for a correct perspective on the rest of 

our lives!  Put God first and everything else will fall into place. 

John Taylor, a former vice-principle of Oak Hill College, writing on this chapter asks: 

“What should be our criterion for worship: what we find satisfying or what is 

pleasing to God? What does God require of us?” 

Moving on to verses 6 – 13 we see that God who is holy had to react against what 

these people from Northern Israel were doing! However, there was also a positive 

purpose in what he was doing - God was seeking to bring these people back to 

himself! In these verses he reminds them of a number of ways in which he had been 

encouraging them to return to him their God and King! 

It is good to remember that God is God of all the world and from time to time he acts 

in judgement to bring his people back to him! At other times he permits what we 

sometimes call “natural disasters” that remind us that we are a part of a fallen world 

that is out of line with God and we need to repent and return to him. We see that in 

these verses. 

What amazing grace he has shown to us in Jesus … 

But in OT times God also had a special relationship with the people of Israel! 

• They were his chosen people 

• Called to be his representatives 

• Given the Promised Land 

But he had also said that if they disobeyed his laws he would bring a series of 

judgements upon them – so that they might remember his covenant with them and 

repent and return … And he promised that if they did he would forgive them and 

restore them. 

And so in verses 6-13 he reminds them of all that he had done to bring them back to 

himself. He had sent them famine and drought. Their crops had suffered blight, 

mildew and attacks from insects. The people had suffered plagues and warfare and 

fire. 

Now if you are anything like me (and I guess some of you might be saying “I hope 

not!”) – but if your are anything like me you might feel a little uncomfortable with a 

God who would go to such lengths to bring you back to himself! But just think about 

that! Doesn’t it show the amazing love he has for his people that he will move 

heaven and earth to bring his people back to himself? So, shouldn’t we be deeply 

grateful? 

The sad thing about Amos 4 is that what Amos had to say seems to have fallen on 

deaf ears! It had no effect on these people. So what would God do next? 



As some had been overthrown, so all would be overthrown – so v.12 “Prepare to 

meet your God, O Israel.” There final judgement would be to meet God. The God, who 

in v.13 is the great creator; who raised the mountains and dispatches the winds that 

blow on the face of the earth! The God who knows our innermost thoughts and 

desires so that nothing is hidden from him! (By the way, don’t let that thought 

terrorise you! It is awesome! But if we will repent, it is tremendously liberating! 

“Lord you know it all! You know the mess! I confess it all! Help me to leave it all at 

Calvary and to trust and follow you!” 

But if we will not repent, this verse reminds us that there can be no “cover up”. 

The God they were to prepare to meet is the creator, the sustaining and all-knowing 

God.  

• He is also the God who turns dawn to darkness when he judges. (v.13) 

• The Almighty God who rules over all the earth … 

That was the God these people were to prepare to meet and who we too will meet 

one day! 

So, as Amos urges us, let us prepare to meet our God. 

Let us prepare by seeking God, so that if we have not found him before, we may do 

so.  Let us prepare by receiving by faith all that God has provided for us to be right 

with God. (That in turn will lead to us enjoying peace with God.)  Let us prepare by 

endeavouring, with God’s help, to please him day by day.  

May we, by God’s grace to us in Jesus be ready for that great day.  
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